Lydian Hekte
Historical Context
The kingdom of Lydia was located in the region of Anatolia which is now modern Turkey. During the 7th to 6th century BCE, Lydia was ruled by kings of the Mermnad dynasty.(Roosevelt, 2003) Lydia was recorded by ancient sources as a prosperous and fertile land. The city of Sardis, Lydia's primary city, was built at the foothills on Mount Tmolus and between two rivers. The Pactolus River was reportedly a source of electrum, a gold-silver alloy, and the Meander River (currently known as the Kucuk Menderes) served as a boundary between Lydia and Caria. Around Sardis, there was a wide variety of geological resources including silver, gold, marble, limestone and other variations of metamorphic rock and minerals. Alongside its agricultural scene, this made the Lydian landscape a desirable area and its mines were taken advantage of by Croesus, the 5th and final king of the Mermnad dynasty, to create the first known instance of coinage in the world.(Roosevelt, 2012, Roosevelt, 2003)
 
Lydia and the Mermnad dynasty came under threat during the reign of Persian king, Cyrus II (also known as Cyrus the Great) in the mid-6th century BCE as the Persian army began to attack Asia Minor. (Roosevelt, 2012) According to Herodotus, Croesus, determined to neutralise this threat and secure the continuation of the Lydian kingdom, visited the Oracle of Delphi for guidance. Herodotus famously recounts the oracle's answer, "that if he should send an army against the Persians, he would destroy a great empire" which Croesus took to mean the Persians but ultimately, the 'great empire' that fell ended up being Croesus' own. (Herodotus, 1.53) The violent sacking of Sardis during the mid-540s BCE is well-attested by the archaeological record and after a brief protest from the Lydians, the dust settled. Much like other city-states taken over by the Persians, a satrap (regional administrative leaders who replaced conquered kings) was installed, and Lydia was brought under Persian control but were otherwise able to retain their hierarchy of bureaucratic officials and nobles. (Roosevelt, 2012)

Class Discussion Questions
What clues do we have that our hekte (19A02) was minted during the reign of Croesus?
· His documented use of the natural resources of Lydia
If you were an archaeologist excavating in Sardis, what evidence would you look for to prove the city had been ransacked?
· Evidence of destruction and/or burning; historical accounts of the sacking; evidence of objects looted from Sardis in other cities. 
Class Activity
Provide your students with the passage from Herodotus (1.53) which details Croesus at the Oracle of Delphi. In small groups, task your students with rewriting the account as if it were a:
· “Breaking News” evening news headline story
· Gossip column/TikTok
· A rhyming fairy tale

